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class notes

During that time she oversaw the con-
sideration and negotiation of more than 
5,000 bills and amendments by the Office 
of the Governor during the legislative 
session and was responsible for the gover-
nor’s health-related public policy agenda. 
In July 2008, Victoria visited Ecuador for 
two weeks, where she traveled to Quito, 
high in the Andes mountains, and then 
to an eco-lodge in a community called 
Rio Blanco in the Amazon jungle. While 
in Ecuador, Victoria also visited the 
Galapagos Islands, where she saw many 
of the islands’ famous indigenous species.

	 Dal Ruggles, B.A. in psychology, is a 
partner in the law firm of Sumpter & 
Gonzalez in Austin, where he has worked 
since 2004. Dal has handled hundreds 
of adult and juvenile cases ranging from 
Class C misdemeanors to first-degree 
felonies. He brings a diverse background 
to the firm; his previous jobs include 
stockbroker, business manager, Porsche 
auto mechanic and self-employed portrait 
artist. He earned his juris doctorate from 
the University of Texas School of Law in 
2003.

	 Clif Tinker, B.F.A. in art, M.A. in art his-
tory ’01, was promoted to fine arts chair 
at Madison High School in San Antonio, 
where he has taught for eight years. Clif 
continues to be active in the art commu-
nity, exhibiting in nine gallery art shows 
in the past five years, including two 
solo exhibitions during Contemporary 
Art Month in 2005 and 2007, as well as 
a mid-career retrospective at the San 
Antonio Central Library Gallery in 2005. 
In 2008, UTSA commissioned Clif to 
paint five campus scenes for the univer-
sity’s permanent art collection. In 2009, 
San Antonio publisher Wings Press will 
publish Clif ’s master’s thesis on the art 
of the Aztec Theater in San Antonio as 
a book, The Aztec Theater, San Antonio’s 
Grand Illusion.

	 Edward Ybarra, M.Ed. in educational 
leadership, this summer stepped down 
after 13 years as head basketball coach 
at San Antonio’s Central Catholic High 
School to devote more time to his new 
position as the school’s assistant principal 
for student development. In his 21-year 
coaching career at Central Catholic, 
Edward also coached football, track and 
golf. With 230 wins, he goes out as the 
second most successful basketball coach 
in the school’s history.

93Elisa Chan, M.S. in computer science, 
was honored at the 2008 Small Business 
Leaders Awards luncheon by the North 
San Antonio Chamber of Commerce. 
She received the Career Achievement 
award. Elisa is president and co-owner 
of Unintech Consulting Engineers with 
her husband, Clifford Hew. They have an 

8-year-old daughter, Nikola. Elisa also is 
running for the San Antonio District 9 
city council seat.

	 Christopher Michael Ranney, B.A. 
in kinesiology, and Monica Reygadas 
Ranney, B.A. in interdisciplinary studies 
’98, announce the birth of their second 
son, Aaron Mark Ranney.

94Rolando B. Pablos, M.B.A. in busi-
ness, was named presiding officer of the 
Texas Racing Commission by Gov. Rick 
Perry. The commission regulates race 
meetings involving wagers on the result 
of greyhound or horse racing, and makes 
rules, issues licenses and takes any other 
necessary action relating exclusively to 
horse or greyhound racing.  Rolando is 
an attorney at R.B. Pablos P.C. He is vice 
chair of international relations for the 
Texas Association of Mexican American 
Chambers of Commerce, and a mem-
ber of the Free Trade Alliance board of 
directors and City of San Antonio Small 
Business Advisory Committee. He is 
also a past appointee to the Nueces River 
Authority board of directors.

95Angela M. Walker Forbus, B.B.A. in 
accounting, is the controller for Carson 
Distributing Company in Kerrville, Texas.

	 Colonel (Ret.) Lionel Fred Solis, M.P.A., 
spoke at UTSA for the Veteran’s Day 
Ceremony on Nov. 11, 2008. He is cur-
rently working on a Ph.D. in human 
resource development at Texas A&M 
and is a member of the UTSA Alumni 
Association.

96Michael Dunning, B.A. in politi-
cal science, has been named by the 
Washington State Attorney General’s 
Office as its 2007 Outstanding Employee. 
Mike is an assistant attorney general and 
serves as the section chief for the Waste 
Cleanup and Management Section. Mike 
has also been named a “Rising Star” for 
2008 by Washington Law & Politics. 
Mike and his wife, Gloria, B.A. in 
German ’95, live in Olympia, Wash.

97Robert Killen, B.A. in political sci-
ence, became a shareholder at the San 
Antonio law firm of Kaufman & Killen 
Inc. in October 2008. The firm special-
izes in land use issues, including zoning, 
vested rights and contract issues before 
the City of San Antonio. Rob received his 
J.D. from the University of Tulsa. 

98Keyhla Calderon-Lugo, B.A. in 
communication, was nominated for a 
regional Emmy award for her work as 
weekday weather anchor/reporter for 
Univision 41, KWEX, in San Antonio. 
She got her start in television at KLDO 
Univision 27 in Laredo and spent five 

years there before making the decision to 
return to her hometown and join KWEX 
in January 2006. She plays the flute and 
is a member of the Symphonic Winds of 
San Antonio. 

	H eather Leopold, B.A. in accounting, 
M.A. in accounting ’01, is working at 
USAA as an accounting/financial director. 
She and her husband, Ronald, have a son, 
Mason Billy Leopold, born July 2, 2008.

99Alton Carroll, B.A. in history, 
recently published Medicine Bags and 
Dog Tags: American Indian Veterans 
from Colonial Times to the Second Iraq 
War. He is currently a Fulbright Senior 
Scholar in Indonesia, guest lecturing on 
American and American Indian history 
at Hasanuddin University. He also is 
studying tribes of Asia with modern vet-
eran traditions for his next book, Tribal 
Soldiers of Southeast Asia. Alton earned 
his M.A. in history at Purdue University 
and a Ph.D. at Arizona State University.

00Michael R. Catcott, E.M.B.A., 
was named project executive for the 
Schlitterbahn Vacation Village project 
in Kansas City, Kan., which is sched-
uled to open in the summer of 2009. 
Michael previously worked at PGAV 
Destination Design and Consulting in 
St. Louis, where he was a designer and 
business analyst focusing on domestic 
and international projects. Prior to that, 
he worked for Anheuser-Busch Theme 
Parks, where he served in a variety of 
positions, including executive vice presi-
dent and general manager of Sea World 
of Texas prior to being promoted to cor-
porate vice president of merchandise. 

	 Jeremy Duncan, B.A. in criminal 
justice, was appointed director of 
IPv6 (Internet Protocol version 6) 
Products and Services for the Herndon, 
Va.–based Command Information. 
A former U.S. Marine Corps captain, 
Jeremy will provide strategic direction 
to expand Command Information’s 
service offerings in two focus areas: the 
Communications Provider market and 
Defense Information Systems Agency 
(DISA) Joint Interoperability Test 
Command (JITC) certification process. 
Prior to joining Command Information, 
Jeremy served as a systems analyst 
for ManTech Telecommunication & 
Information Systems Corporation. In 
this role, he coordinated the success-
ful test, evaluation and certification of 
over 30 Information Technology (IT) 
products a year for IPv6 capability. 
Duncan served as a U.S. Marine Corps 
communications officer for seven years, 
most recently as a systems analyst and 
advanced Internet protocol technology 
testing officer at the JITC in  

When Mary Reilly-Magee used to 

tell people that she was an English 

major, they would invariably 

ask, “What are you going to do 

when you graduate? Teach?” 

Her answer at the time was a 

vehement no, but sometime after 

earning her undergraduate degree, 

she realized she really was a teacher 

at heart. She got her teaching 

certification and eventually went 

back to school to earn a graduate 

degree—also in English literature. 

And she’s made a name for herself 

in San Antonio as a teacher. But 

not for teaching English. She 

teaches children how to swim.

In January 2006, Reilly-Magee 

opened the Love to Swim school 

on San Antonio’s North Side as 

the culmination of more than two 

decades as a swim instructor. 

Growing up in Illinois, 

Reilly-Magee started swimming 

competitively at the age of 5. 

Her first job was working as a 

lifeguard at a neighborhood pool, 

and before long she was tapped to 

help teach swim classes. In Texas, 

she continued teaching swimming 

during college and afterwards. For 

18 years, she worked for Northside 

Aquatics under longtime director 

George Block. Even when she did 

get a job as an English teacher, 

at Holmes High School, she also 

coached the school’s swim and 

water polo teams.  But she found 

teaching in the pool more gratifying 

than teaching in the classroom 

because she felt that she could see 

the fruits of her labor more readily.

“I just fell in love with working 

with kids,” she says. “Preschoolers 

are our favorite challenge. We love 

seeing those kids grow from having 

separation anxiety when they start 

classes to loving it and even not 

wanting to leave when their class 

is over. I feel for the momma, but 

it makes me really happy to see her 

have to drag her kid out of here.”

Reilly-Magee began her own 

business by holding classes at 

neighborhood pools and fitness 

clubs, but it wasn’t ideal. Club 

members did not want to share the 

pool with children’s swim classes, 

and Reilly-Magee was frustrated that 

she had no control over the water 

temperature. (Even in indoor pools, 

competitive swimmers prefer cooler 

temperatures than what’s optimal 

for teaching children, she says.)

So Reilly-Magee found a landlord 

who believed in her business 

plan, and three years ago opened 

Love to Swim, where the water 

temperature in both of the indoor 

pools is a comfortable 92 degrees, 

she notes. Her staff has grown 

to almost 50, and each year they 

teach about 4,400 students—from 

babies as young as 6 months to 

adults. In December 2008, Reilly-

Magee opened a second Love 

to Swim location in Schertz.

Her two English degrees from 

UTSA now hang in her office, 

and when asked about them, she 

jokes, “Well, I can read a book.” 

Since opening the business, she 

says, she feels like she’s earned 

honorary degrees in business, 

psychology, human resources 

and chemistry, too. But in truth, 

she believes her liberal arts 

background serves her well.

“I think it makes me a better 

employer,” she says. “What’s 

wonderful about studying 

literature is you’re studying 

humanity, and we certainly have 

a lot of humanity around here.”

    	       —Rebecca Luther 

WEB EXTRA: Go to www.utsa.

edu/sombrilla to see a video 

of Mary Reilly-Magee.

Fort Huachuca, Ariz.  
	 Robert Gibson, B.M. in music, teaches 

guitar at Troy State University in Troy, 
Ala., and B.T.W. Performing Arts Magnet 
High School in Montgomery, Ala. Robert 
earned master’s and doctoral degrees 
in music from UT Austin, where he 
was an assistant from 2005 to 2007. He 
has given performances in the United 
States, Mexico, Spain and Italy. He also 
has performed as a soloist with several 
orchestras, including the San Antonio 
Symphony.  

01Belinda Garza, B.B.A. in manage-
ment, manages pharmacy and health 
care federal government relations for 
Wal-Mart.

	 Jennifer Tijerina, B.A. in psychology, 
earned an M.B.A. from the UTSA College 
of Business in 2007.

02Sean Wade, B.S. in biology, is the retail 
sales manager for AT&T in San Antonio.

03Stacey Czaja, B.B.A. in accounting, 
M.S. in accounting ’05, is now a CPA.

	 Sgt. Jennifer Krausch, B.S. in kinesiol-
ogy, was featured in the San Antonio 
Express-News in September 2008 for her 
work as a Texas Army National Guard 
flight medic in Iraq.  

04Patriza Raquel Gonzalez, M.A. in 
counseling, is a special education teacher 
at Bonham Academy in the San Antonio 
Independent School District.

	 Ann Maria Hernandez, M.A. in educa-
tion, is an adjunct reading instructor for 
Northeast Lakeview College, part of the 
Alamo Community College System. She 
was a 2007–2008 member of National 
Reading Conference and was acknowl-
edged in the preface of the 2007 book 
Talking Texts: How Speech and Writing 
Interact in School Learning, written by 
UTSA education professor Rosalind 
Horowitz.

05Pinky Rodriguez Martinez, B.S. in 
biology, is a registered nurse for the Dell 
Children’s Hospital in Austin, Texas. She 
is currently working on a master’s degree 
in parent/child nursing.

	 Katrina Rios, B.A. in interdisciplinary 
studies, is currently a kindergarten teach-
er at Scarborough Elementary School in 
San Antonio. She expects to earn a mas-
ter’s degree in spring 2009. 

	 Christopher C. Johnson, B.A. in techni-
cal communication, was accepted into 
the Ph.D. program in clinical psychology 
at the University of Central Florida at 
Orlando.

	 Erin Alicia Williams, B.B.A. in account-
ing, married Justin Allen Moser on April 
13, 2008, at Mayport Naval Station, Fla. 

She works for the Bibb County Board of 
Education as an accountant. They live in 
Warner Robins, Ga.

06Douglas A. Beyer Jr., B.A. in violin 
performance, received a graduate cer-
tificate in performance at UT Arlington 
and in 2007 received a master’s degree in 
music education, also at UT Arlington.

	 Ashlesh Murthy, Ph.D. in cell and 
molecular biology, is a postdoctoral 
researcher in the laboratory of UTSA 
immunologist Bernard Arulanandam. 
In April, the Association of Scientists 
of Indian Origin in America honored 
Ashlesh with the Biotex Junior Scientist 
Award in Immunology. This summer, he 
traveled to Aarhus, Denmark, to present 
his research findings at the sixth meeting 
of the European Society for Chlamydia 
Research. The research focuses on vaccine 
development for Chlamydia trachomatis, 
the most prevalent sexually transmis-
sible disease agent with an estimated 91 
million cases worldwide. The research 
team found success in administering a 
chlamydia vaccine in mice, and testing is 
underway at UTSA to determine its suc-
cess in guinea pigs.

07Micol Bratten, B.S. in chemical 
engineering, is the new project manager 
for Terracon Consultants with CME 
Department in San Antonio.

	 Lesli Hicks, M.A. in history, and her hus-
band adopted a second child from China 
before the 2008 Olympics. “We’d waited 
more than two years for a daughter to 
join our first, when we heard the match-
ing process could be another year,” Lesli 
writes. Since they adopted 10-month-old 
Joy in 2000, increased international adop-
tion and higher adoption rates inside 
China changed the average wait from six 
months to three years. “Feeling life on 
hold again, we painfully considered giv-
ing up on the yet-assigned girl we were 
already calling Grace.” Instead, the couple 
decided to apply for a harder-to-place 
older child, possibly with special needs 
or male—the latter a rarity in Chinese 
orphanages. “Within days, they sent us 
photos of a smiling 7-year-old boy,” Lesli 
says, adding: “Two months later, we wel-
comed Grayson home.”

	 Laura Dawn Howard, M.A. in education/
school administration, married Brandon 
Charles Dieringer on Sept. 20, 2008. She 
is employed by the Midland Independent 
School District.   

	 Robin M. Patterson, B.B.A. in human 
resources, works for the YMCA of Greater 
San Antonio as the staffing manager.

08Donny Geyer, B.B.A. in marketing, 
is the longtime lead guitarist for Gabe 
Garcia, who was a finalist in the 2008 

Mary Reilly-Magee ’90, M.A. ’00
Making A Splash




